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~ Department of Energy Public Meetmg
~ Re: ngh Level Nuclear Waste Rall Corndor to Yucea Mountam Nevada

L _The plan to shlp h1gh level nuclear waste from across the nation to be stored inan engmeened vault _
" 'under Yucca Mountain, Nevada is an lll advlsed plan that the Sierra Club has consrstently opposed smce E

its snceptlon

The rai comdor is ané mo'r'e step in the accom'phshment' of this ill-advised plai. The rail corridor
~ should be scrapped ennrely since the plan to Shlp high level nuclear waste to Nevada should. be
’ scrapped entlrely . .

' Hawng said that there are some questlons speaftcally focussed on the rasl corndor that need ¢ answers '

. it'was our understandmg that the. rarl lines would preclude high level nuclear waste from bemg routed
through population centers in Nevada:-Is this in fact the case? The state’s maps show nucléar shipments
will go from Cahforma, east to Reno and then south to Yucca Mountaln They also show hnes through
Las Vegas . . .

From how many and which- authontles are nghts of way requrred for the proposed rail line? How many
acres of wrldemess quallty lands would have to be avoided by the rail line?

CP4ests”

 May 17,2004

Will the rail line be planned such that tnbal lands along its route are- avorded7 1tis absolutely necessary B '

o to respect tnbal soveretgnty and concems.

" How rnany shlpments with what wetght of hrgh level nuclear waste will pass through the Renol Las '. '
. Vegas area each week?

How many shlpments wrth what welght of hlgh level nuclear waste would be on thlS proposed Cahente
- rail lme? : . . _ .

'How many peopie in the U. S live w1thm a mile of these rall lines?

How. w1ll local emergency response teams be eqmpped to deal with possrble accrdents? How will they

o befunded?

'What evacuatlon ‘ptans have been developed for Cahente and other locatlons in Nevada where nuclear |

" waste witl be transported? What effect would an accident evacuation have on gridlock in cities that
' already expenence gndlock? In towns that have very few hlghways and streets?

 How many people would be exposed to deadly nuclear’ waste if an accrdent leads toa ‘nuclear waste .
‘ sp1ll or explosron? What are the short term and long term effects of that exposure7 E

What kind of - testmg mll the casks carrying huke waste be subJected to? The latest the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission has stated is that ONE cask will be physically tested once. Is this true? Aren't -
 new engineering concepts usuaily- sub]ected to a battery of reduridant tests to ensure operating -
- . characteristics? Wilt all plans be based upon computer modeling rather than actual testlng? Is this

' comparable to the space program, which has been plagued with unanttcrpated accrdents? '
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Shipping. nuclear waste by rail leaves us wude open for a dangerous terronst attack What studles have
been done on the possible results of a terrorist attack on one or more of these trams? What ifa large
’ azrimer was gmded into a train bearing nuclear waste?

, What if the nuclear waste casks, desplte bemg very tlhck are penetrated by state-of—the—art armor:
- piercing weapons? Could: ‘this not lead to a cntlcahty, the potential for the contents to explode and
disperse nuclear waste over.a broad area? How many people would be killed immediatety? How many
thousands more would get cancer due to the radlatlon exposure they would endure?

_ -How would such an acadent or terronst attack ever be cleaned. up, and how many | bilhons would it
- cost? What if an accident or terrorist attack happened over a river and the water were contaminated?
" What if an accident or terrorist attack happened in a railroad tunnel, where temperatures could run
very high and help lead to the escape of nuclear materials and radioactivity? .
- Nevada's economy-is based largely on one industry: the gaming/tourist industry. What would happen to
“travel to Nevada if thére is even ONE nuclear accident? What would happen to-our economy if there is
a senous nuclear acadent that exposes many people o hannful radlanon?

~ How much w1ll this rail tine alone cost to build? Over what period of time would the line be built? One
estimate is $880 million; with the uncertainties of a long term Capltal 1nvestment project what kind of
cost over- rlms can be expected?

_ How much has been spent already to study, plan engmeer and prepare the Yucca Mountam pro]ect?

If you' added all the costs of studymg, bmldmg and usmg Yucca Mountam asa nuclear waste sne, how
much. would each lulowatt of nuclear energy have cost the U.S. taxpayer?

. Smcerely, |

(/Jane Feldman
Conservation Chair o




